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14 Apr 1851 Harriet A. Dunn Arad Silver Family Daughter 15-17
17 Jul 1853 Harriet A. Dunn Norris Silver Sister 18-19
19 Jan 1854  John B. Nelson Sophia Silver Nephew ? 20
15Jun 1854  Eunitia F. Silver Sophia Silver Daughter 21

10 Jun 1855 Simeon and Harriet Dunn  Sophia Silver Daughter/Son In Law 22

10 May 1857  Simeon and Harriet Dunn  Sophia Silver Daughter/Son In Law 23

22 Aug 1858  Simeon Adams Dunn Sophia Silver Son In Law 24-25
19 Jun 1859  Simeon Adams Dunn Sophia Silver Son In Law 26

20 Jan 1860  Oscar H Silver Sophia Silver Son 27-28
21 Feb 1860  Oscar H Silver Sophia Silver Son 29
25Feb 1861  Simeon Adams Dunn Sophia Silver Son In Law 30-32
23 Oct 1870 ?? Samantha Silver/James Munn Sibling 33-34

The letters in this document are being currently held in the Special Collections Library at BYU (Provo). Below are the
relevant call numbers:

MSS SC 572

Papers, n.d.*

Dunn, Simeon A. (Simeon Adams), 1803-1883.

Photograph (photocopy) and typescript: Mormon missionary, Nauvoo, lllinois policeman, and pioneer. The collection
contains a biographical sketch written by his granddaughter, Eva D. Snow, another of unknown authorship, genealogical
data, and a photograph of Dunn.

Vault MSS 619

Correspondence, 1830-1870

Dunn, Harriet Silver, 1818-1858.

Handwritten and signed letters dating from 25 May 1830 to 23 October 1870. The collection gives a brief history of Harriet
Silver Dunn. The letters are all personal and mainly written to her family in Vermont. The letters were authored by Harriet
Dunn, Simeon Dunn, and Oscar Silver.

Handwritten and signed letters from Harriet Silver Dunn addressed mainly to her family in Vermont. Also included are two
items signed both by Harriet and by her husband Simeon Dunn, two letters written by Oscar Silver dating, and
miscellaneous missives.

MSS SC 2906

Papers, 1847-1932

Welch family.

The letter by Arad and Louise Silver is addressed to Harriet Atwood Silver Dunn and dated 10 Jan. 1847. Arad and Louise
discuss their loneliness and concern for Harriet after she became a Mormon and joined the members of that faith in
"Camp Israel.”

Muriel Cardon is the daughter of John W. Dunn and the great-granddaughter of John Welch. Cardon's family had already
donated letters of Simeon and Harriet Silver Dunn (Vault MSS 619). This addition of letters from Cardon has remained in
the family's possession until the letters were donated to BYU 28 May 1997 to keep all the Dunn family letters at Special
Collections and Manuscripts.



Envelop states to: Mr. Arad Silver, Bloomfield, VT.
Nauvoo, April the 20™ 1844

Dear Father And Mother,

Your kind letter of March 27 was received April 18th and it rejoiced me very much in receiving the same,
in hearing from you, and that you were all well and so well situated as you stated you were. As to regarding
matters of local interest and at the same time in view of the feeling that you expressed about my leaving, | have
reasons to regret on some accounts. And it is in view of the sorrow you seem to have in my leaving my once
happy home, my kindred and friends, no more to see them again for ever. It was a great trial for me so to do. But
the matter | well considered before | left Abbotville. But, in view of the knowledge that | have concerning my
masters will, | was for His sake, constrained to sacrifice all earthly things to do as He has commanded and that is
in the language of John, to come out of her, my people that you be not partakers of her sins and ye receive not of
her plagues.  And oh, dear Father and Mother, if you could but realize for a moment the destruction that the
Mighty God of Jacob is to pour out upon this nation. And that soon, within the course of a few more setting suns,
your problem would not be about your absent daughter, but it would be in making all hasty preparation to come
and meet her whether it should be in the peaks of the mountains or the shores of the Pacific. And, in as much as
this is probably the last communication that you will receive from me for the present and perhaps the last forever
and | want that you should remember what | say. And that is, that this religion that | have embraced is the religion
of Heaven and that God is with this people. And | know that such is the case and there is not anything under the
heavens but what | would be willing to pass through with this people. You seem to think that it is very strange that
Mrs. Ann Brook should have left her husband in the way that she did and that Sister King you mention. But did
you ever think what the Savior said concerning such matters? He said, he that would not leave Father and
Mother and sister and brothers, wives and husbands and go for my name’s sake was not fit for the Kingdom of
Heaven and the same causes will produce the same affect in these days as they did the those days. In regard to
the case of Sister King it was not as you stated. For she and myself, in connection with Sister Ann Brook, came in
company together and there was no Mormon Elder that ran away with any of us. But with our own accord we left
the land and home that gave us birth for the purpose of being numbered among His people and to have our
names written in the Lambs Book of Life. And | as yet | have no reason to be sorry, neither am I. | would not go
back again to live for a world but the desire of my heart is to be on the march for my new home in the far distant
west. And if you were only along with me, and my brother and sisters, | should feel happy. And may God grant
that you should be wise for your sakes, that you may choose that better part that never can be taken from you
and that is His spirit that will guide you into all truth and show you things to come. But that doctrine you do not
believe and that is what produces the difference between us. But you shall ever have my prayers and best
wishes. And, if we should not have the privilege of meeting again in this world, may | conduct myself in such a
way that | shall be able to come up in the morn of the first resurrection and have the power to make your graves
yield its keeping and to have you come up in the newness of life where we shall be parted no more forever but to
walk the golden streets of the new Jerusalem, and while the eternal ages shall role themselves away to bask in
the presence of God and the Lamb and sing our loud hallelujahs for ever and ever, amen, amen------- .In regards
to my journey to this place, | can say it was truly a good one. The time past pleasantly away. We met with no
accidents whatever. We were 15 days from the time we left home till we arrived here. | shall start in a company
of about 5000 the first of May. A part of the saints started in March and are on their journey with spirits as
buoyant as air. You can write to me as often as you choose. There will be a line of communication kept open
from this place to our destination in the west for a year or more to come. And, there will be those who will be
emigrating from Nauvoo to the west constantly, all the time and if any of you want to come and be with us you can
come this May if you choose. When you write, you will want to direct it to me as follows: Harriet A. Silver, Camp
of Israel, and a sheet of paper around it. And the outside one directed to: Mr. Almond W. Babbitt, Esq.P.M,
Nauvoo, requesting him to forward it on to me the first opportunity and please pay the postage to this place so he
shall have no trouble about it.

| remain as ever your affectionate Daughter, Harriet A. Silver

| received a letter from Adeline at the same time. The only time | have heard from her, but you must all
write often, Harriet A. Silver
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Envelop to: Mr. Arad Silver, Bloomfield, VT (no date)

Lowell, May the 25"
Dear Father and Mother

As | have an opportunity to send a line, | will write a few for | have not time to write many. R(Relief) and
myself are well and board at Mr. Husen’s on Wm. Street. We left him on account of the distance from our work. |
want to see you all very much but know not when it will be. You must not put to much dependence on my coming
home in the fall, unless you come down. | sent their papers this week and want they should be kept nice until |
come for. | shall send some once in two weeks when | am well. Tell L. (Louisa) to read her messages and let the
others read it and all be good children, for in all probability our time on earth is short, though we cannot realize it.
Doubtly it is so, and it may be while I am in L (Lowell) that we shall be called to meet our savior; but, it matters not
to me if | am prepared for that meeting. Whether the trumpet of the Arch Angel calls me from L (Lowell) or B
(Bloomfield) to meet my dear Jesus in the air. For me | am resolved to be prepared and | pray that you all may.
Also it is time to set about the work with determination. | cannot write more. | will by Mr. Walker. Write often,

Har Silver.
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Envelope is addressed: Return address: Northfield, N.H., July 28", Paid. 10 cents
Addressed to: Miss Harriet Silver, Lowell, Massachusetts
Letter to Harriet from her cousin Lydia M. Buswell

July 27, 18---,

Beloved Cousin, | seat myself to write a few lines to you. | arrived safe home on Saturday, and home looked
good, for | was very much fatigued. Rest was sweet; however, | went to meeting the next day and heard our new
preacher preach. He is a good preacher but he is not Bro. Merrill.  Bro. Hamilton was here lecturing on the
Second Coming of Christ since | came home. 1 did not go, it was at 5:00 o’clock p.m. a part of the time and then it
was so hot to walk out there in the hot, and so far, | thought | could not. And, the rest of the time it was in the
evening and then | could not, as Gardner and Phoebe attended for part of the time. There is considerable
excitement here now about the subject.

The order is written so you can cut it. If Sarah should come home through Lowell you had better send the money
up by her. If not, keep it till you come up. 1 think you had better get it soOn because of the date their stockings.
You may sell them for what you can get. If you cannot get fifty cents there is two pair that is worth more than the
rest. We will pay you for your trouble. When you come up you will have to go to the bank either on Thursday or
Saturday night. Mother and sisters sends their love to you and Relief. Give my love to all inquiring friends. You
must make your plans to make a good long visit. If there is any trouble, write and let us know.

Yours Affectionately,
Lydia M. Buswell.
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Camp of Israel, June 11, 1846 (Letter to Arad and Sophia Silver)
My Dear Father and Mother

It is with feeling of pleasure that | improve the present opportunity of writing to you. | left Nauvoo on the
29" of May and arrived in the camp on the 2" of June, the distance, 180 miles from Nauvoo. We had a very
pleasant time and much better than | anticipated. It seemed rather odd to make by bed on the ground, but | have
got so used to it that | think nothing of it now nor even of hearing the wolves howl around.

You said in one of your letters that | ought to take a great deal of comfort to counter balance the trouble
you feel on my account. Mother, do you think that it is for pleasure that | leave my friends and relatives and
encounter the hardships of a long and toilsome journey through a new and unsettled country. If so, you are
mistaken in my objective. But the cause of God and the hope of securing salvation in the Celestial Kingdom of
God for myself, and those who can do nothing for themselves, for this | am willing to sacrifice all earthly goods,
yea even to my own life if need be, that | may have a more glorious resurrection, for it is through suffering we
shall be saved in the Celestial Kingdom. These are the hopes that support me through every trial and hardship.
Though oft when walking along on the prairies | steal away by myself to conceal the fast-falling tears which flow at
the thought of my much loved home and the loved ones which gather there. Though | may no more see you, yet
in imagination 1 am often with you. | dreamed last night of being at home and seeing you all and preparing to
leave to come west, but thought you were all coming soon, yet awoke in tears because you could not come now.
It seems though if one was with me | should be happy. O how I do miss Adeline. She is in my mind all the time.
O if you all were here with me we should enjoy ourselves well. When | see whole families together, | almost envy
their happiness. But enough.

There is one request | have to make of my brothers. That is, that they will not engage in the war that is
going on between the United States and Mexico or any other nation that may chance to come against them for
the Lord is against them and will not prosper them. They are now drafting men from the territories and western
states. Do not go even if you are called for by them for the vengeance of God is upon them. And another thing,
do not come into the west unless you come with me for safety is with the people of God. Samuel, | wish you
would come. Parley, Charles and Morris if they draft you, come here. Oscar, | was glad to hear that you are a
Mormon. Stick to the faith. Louise and Albert and Samantha, you must be Mormon’s too and be good to Father
and Mother when | am gone. | sometimes hope to see you again but know not that | ever shall. | have not room
to write much more as Sister Hannah wants to write some. She is going to L (lowell?) and will put this in the office
there. | have written to you what | want but fearing you may not get this letter, | will write again. | wish you to take
my red trunk and put all my things in it and whatever more you please and send it to L. (Lowell?) to Sis. Crosby
and she will bring it to me.

| should like to have the boys make me a present just what they see fit. | never shall need things more
than the present time. If | was at home, | should expect Father to do as he used to say he would. If you ever get
anything of Mr. L., | should like to have you get some 13 yards of white linen or if you can’t get that, fine bleached
cotton would do and one of green silk. Some flannel for a dress would be very acceptable, yarn or stockings, or
white flannel for a shirt, as | did not bring mine. | want Father to write to me. If it is at home, he may send those
comfortable shoes, but I'd rather he would come and bring the rest of the folks. | am well and enjoy myself well,
only lonesome but find friends. | wish you could see me. You will pay the freight on the trunk if you send it as |
shall not have money.

H. A. Silver

(Letter to Arad Silver)

Envelope from: Pickons, Terry M., Nov. 20. Postage was .10 cents.
Envelope addressed to:

Mr. Arad Silver

Bloomfield, Vermont

Note on Envelope (from Harriet): | became acquainted with a Bro. From NY that used to see father at Mount
Pisca and talk of you from him with him.

June 25"

Yesterday Sis. Hannah, Br. Crosby and myself went on an expedition, Rapid Grand River. The children will know
where it is. They must look and see on the map, it is a beautiful country but we shall not stop long here. The
Indians are friendly. We fear nothing from them. | will send a lock of my hair.

Your Daughter, Harriet

Additional note on same page:

Mrs. Silver — Harriet sente this letter by me and wished me to write you when | should return. [ think I shall go as
soon as January. If you send anything you can leave them at Mrs. Silvers of Lowell and | will take it from there.
My love to Adaline. Hannah E. Crosby






Letter to Harriet Silver from her Sister Louisa A. Silver & her father, Arad Silver)

Bloomfield, Jan. the 10", 1847

Dear Sister, | improve the present opportunity to write to you. | am afraid for the last time. But, dear sister, if we
never meet again in this world, | hope we shall in another. | want to see you very much, more that | can write. It
seems as tho this would never reach you. We are all well and | hope this will reach you enjoying the same
blessing.

Mr. Martin N. French died of the Typhus Fever. Mr. Edward Bloodgett is married to a widow Brown. Charles has
been very sick but has got better. Adeline has gone away now to work. Riley is to work in the swamp. Norris is
gone a whaling on the Pacific Ocean for three years. Samuel has got married and lives on his place. | do not
think of anything more to write but | want to a great deal. Erease (Erase) my mistakes which are many.
Farewell dear sister, Farewell. This from your affectionate sister,

Louisa A. Silver

Harriet, | want to see you very much. More than | can express. | hope these lines will find you well but | don't
expect you will ever see this. If you ever want to come where | am, you come where you can send to me if you
want help and | will help you If it is in my power. Arad Sllver
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Envelope shows to: Mr. Arad Silver, Bloomfield, VT, Essex county.
From Kane ---, Dec 12, 1848. Postage .10

Writing on envelope: It is unnecessary for me to say more. | should only confer in what is already written if | could
see you. | have a great many things to say to you. We are in a very healthy place and on fertile soil. Give my
love to all the children and friends, G.C.&c. | want you should sell your property next summer and prepare
yourselves by then and prepare to set out for the west. Be at Winter Quarters the first of June. You all had better
come. Tell Charles not to get married for | have one picked out for him. A good one too. | am expecting my
Mormon brother and he will not disappoint me. Love, hsd

Salt Lake Valley, Oct. the 8" 1848

Dear Parents, | seat myself this morning for the purpose of writing a few lines to you. We are all well, in good
spirits and pleased with the situation here. The valley is a pleasant place. Mr. Dunn will tell you the particulars,
as he will finish this letter.

Permit me, tho a stranger to you to write a few lines of introduction as a new member of your family according to
your law. | have written to you before, but have not received any answer. | can say to you that we are in the
Valley of the great salt lake west of the Rocky Mountains, 2000 mlles from the city of Detroit, Michigan. | will give
you a detale of route we traveled. We went into our wagons the 19" of April 1848 and arrived in the valley Sept.
21. We are yet in our wagons preparing to build. We left Council Bluff, 18" May, passed by Frannie Village,
situated on the Plat River. Crossed Coop Fork, passed up on the north side of the river to Laramy. Crossed the
river and passed upon the south side 120 miles. Crossed again and left river and struck the Sweet Water at
Independence rock. Traveled up the Sweet Water 150 miles to Summit Ridge, 8,000 feet above the level of the
sea. Thisis 200 miles from the valley. Now we begin to see the Passific waters run. The next point is Bridger, a
trading port to bear lake. Thence to Weber River, 40 miles to the Valley. Now we pass over 2 large mountains,
one 4 miles up and 5 miles down. The other is 1 up and to a gradual dissent to the Valley. The valley is 30 wide
and 60 long. The Utah Lake on the south and the Salt Lake on the north. The Utah outlet runs through the valley
and enters into the Salt Lake.

The Valley is bordered on the east, south and west by mountains, on the north by Salt Lake. This Lake affords
abundance of salt evaporated on the shores as handsome as you ever saw. This valley is well watered with cold
streams of water come tumbling down the mountain/warm springs at all times a year, jest rite to baith in and is
good for the health. Hot springs will boil eggs, Tar springs is excellent for greasing wagons and we gathered
Saleratum, enuff to last us 3 years. This is in large ponds, 400 hundred miles from the valley. This Saleratum is
equally as good as the manufactured. | have not learned the number of inhabitance, but last year there was 600
wagons came out and this year 800. | should think there was 6 or 7000 thousand soles and there is as many at
the Bluff that will be here next year. The most of those that went round by ship have got here. We expect Zalnora
Snow will be here in about a week. Angeline Lovett is married and will be here next year. Harriet has not got
her chest yet and it is 1200 miles land carriage over amount.

You might inquire whatever took the Mormons away, there away in the mountains. | would asked what caused
the ancient saints to wander in the wilderness and in sheep skins and goatskins and dens and caves of the earth.
Why the answer is the same cause, it will produce the same affect. The wicked drove the saints in former days
and the wicked has drove the Mormons in latter days, and they have you in to the wilderness. In former days the
Jews said of Christ, if we let this traitor alone, the Romans will come and take away our place and nation, they
killed the Saviour. In latter days, the people said if we let those Mormons alone they will soon over power us, so
they killed some and the others, they drove away where they thought they would stay and they indeed would kill
the rest so they would get rid of Mormonism. Now the wicked have drove us, and we have got just where we
want to be, and just where the Lord wants us. And where He has said, by the Holy Prophets, that he would take
us to the very place that Isaiah saw when he exclaimed, enter ye into the chamber of the Lord and shut the doors
about you for a little season until the indignation of the Lord be all past.

Is not the Lord indignant with the nation, even the government of the United States? | say He is and why He has
said, whosoever shall fight against Zion will be overthrown. Has not this nation fought against His people, which is
Zion? Yes. They have drove them from their homes. They have killed their prophets and stoned those who have
been sent unto them. We have appealed to judges, governors and presidents and yet our wrongs have not been
redressed. And finely, they have driven you as a people as exiles from our homes, confiscated our property, and
wander in the wilderness in our poverty for the purpose of building up Zion and rolling forth the kingdom of the
Lord on the earth. And we call upon all men everywhere to repent who have not entered into the new and
everlasting covenant. That they may find favour with God and be saved in His kingdom for the time is coming, ye
is even at your doors when the indignation of the Lord will be poured out on this nation without mixture of mercy.
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John the revelator, speaking on this subject, says come out from her my people and be not partakers of her
iniquity lest you suffer her plagues. Suffer me to entreat of you to consider those things as one who loves your
souls and the souls of all men.
Your daughter has chosen that which will never be taken from her and her generations shall rise up and call her
blessed on account of what she has and will do for them.
| subscribe myself your friend and well wisher.

Simeon A. Dunn

Hariett A. Dunn
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Great Salt Lake City, Oct the 6", 1849 (Letter to Arad Silver)
Dear Parents, brothers and sisters,

It is with pleasure | improve the present opportunity of writing to you. | received a letter from you the 30"
of June dated March, for which | was very thankful. Also three September the 20th dated April.

| was glad to hear from you but much pained to hear of the death of my beloved sister. Yet | grieved not as one
that had no hope, for | can look forward to the time when I, if faithful, shall again live and associate with my dear
Louisa and all my deceased friends. And what comforts me still more, | shall have the privilege of doing a work
for them which they have not had an opportunity to do for themselves. And, even for this one blessing | would be
willing to undergo all the hardships, privation, toil and suffering which we are subject to. Yet that is only one
among the thousands of blessings we enjoy and shall, if faithful in the cause of God. Mother, you can only mourn
the loss of the society of your children, yet it will be but a short time until you enjoy it again, | say again. But stop.
I will say something on that topic. The plan of salvation is an everlasting salvation. | spake of doing a work for
them that had not the opportunity of doing for themselves. But | should be glad if my living friends would do that
work for themselves. The Lord has offered unto all a plan in which all may save themselves. But if they neglect
this offer, he gives this power to those of his servants that will take their care in hand and do the required work for
them. But through his neglect they lose a great degree of glory, which they might have had. You may think this
strange doctrine but no more strange than true. The cause of Christ is a progressive cause. It is a school of
intelligence to all that enter this school, from grace to grace from knowledge to knowledge. You can see that my
faith is as strong as ever, only more so. You would esteem it a great blessing if you knew how to save. Save all
of your dear friends that have died without the gospel and bring them into the Celestial glory of God. This is the
salvation of God. This is Mormonism in one of its beauties. All this you may know if you obey the gospel and
come to Zion and learn of the ways of the Lord. For here only is that knowledge to be obtained. | would like to
write much to you on the subject, | cannot now.

I must tell you a little about the times in the Valley. It is very healthy, no sickness, unless brought here by the
immigrants. Everything is plenty here. Crops have come in wonderful. There is plenty for all that will come here
this fall. Dry goods have been sold here this summer as cheap as in the states. The Lord is mindful of his saints.
Everything that is necessary for them has been poured in upon them in abundance. The immigrants who have
passed here in thousands have come loaded with everything to make us comfortable and sold most of it less that
one-tenth what it cost in the states. Money is plenty; Gold is flowing in from the West in abundance. Some men
went from here last fall and returned this, with from 6 to $8000 dollars in gold. But we have no desire to go from
here for there is enough to be got here. | wrote you last fall that Zelnora was coming, but she did not until one
week ago. Eliza Savage came through with her. She is the one that took my box of goods. She brought as
many as she could with her. They are well. 1 said she should to help.

Father, | received the things you sent by Sister Crosby. Namely, 7 yards alpaca and calico, some flannel,
thirteen yards unbleached cotton, stockings and yarn and some other articles. Also, a little cravat sent from
Grandmother for which | am very much obliged to her as well as the rest of you. There was no green silk or
lavender nor bleached cotton, which | would have been very glad of. Yet | am very glad for those | did receive. |
hope you will come and bring my trunk, as you did not send it by George Wilkins.

Father do not wait to get a great bargain for your property. But sell and take what you get and gather up
your family and come up hither while you can before the judgements of Almighty God fall upon you with the rest of
the nation that have rejected the gospel. And, you with the others will be swept from the face of the earth with
the plagues and pestilence which await that people, but they will not be long for already we see them coming.
Yet the people know it not for they are crying peace and safety we (The United States) are strong. No power can
overthrow us. They think not the same God that fought their battles for them and gained their liberties and when
the righteous of his people are disregarded and trampled upon they’re driven from their homes, overthrow and
destroy the wicked nation as He did the ancient Jews. As the Lord lives, He will do it. So, come out from
amongst them and be not partakers their crime, that you share not of their plague.

It is now conference time, the 6" of Oct. The elders are being sent out to the nations. 1 will tell you of a few.
Erastus Snow with an Italian brother is going to Italy. Lorenzo Snow, and a Dane to Denmark. John Taylor, and
three others to France and a number more to England. Bro. Adison Pratt, and some others to the Pacific Isles.

There is one city laid out three miles square and three other are being laid out among the mountains. The cause
of the Lord is prospering and no one can stay his hand. | will tell you a little about my health. | was taken sick at
Pisga in July. Was confined to my bed until | reached Winter Quarters. Had the chills and fever until winter. |
was married, Jan. 3, 1847. The next July Mr. Dunn was taken sick, not expected to live for a number of weeks.
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The 28th of July | was taken sick for 8 weeks. | couldn't get up or turn myself in bed. After that, | had the Ague
the entire month. | started for the valley June 1 and arrived there the first of September.

| had almost forgotten to tell you that | have a little daughter three months old, the 8" of July.  She is the finest
little gal in the valley. | call her Sarah Sophia after both of her grandmothers.

Samuel, | want to say to you, do not let small obstacles prevent you from coming here. It is not so hard as you
imagine. Many have come with much larger and more difficult families than yours. | will tell you how to do it; sell
your property, get to work. Fetch Adeline along with you to assist your wife. Fix your wagon with projecting
boards on the side. Fix a bedstead on it without legs and put your boxes under it. Fetch no more provisions
than to last you here. Fetch groceries, dry goods & shoes. Please fetch me a handsome set of crockery and | will
pay you well for them. Glass and nails are in the best demand. Kiss little Harriet for me, and the others. Also,
tell her that Aunt H. wants to see her. Give my love to Emily. Adeline, do not marry anyone to prevent you from
coming to the valley. You never will enjoy yourself if you do, for you are too much of a saint for that. Press
forward to come and come with him. Fix your wagons comfortable to live in and the journey will be nothing to
what you think it is.

Tell Oscar | shall expect him next fall and | have a little girl picked out for him. He must fetch Norris along with
him. Tell Albert the girls send their love to him. Charles and Samantha, | want to hear from them. | want to see
you all more than | can describe. My love to all the old neighbors. 1 often think of them all and would be glad to
see them here. | expect Sarah and Hannah Libby in the next company this fall. Hannah Crosby has three fine
boys.

Harriet A Silver
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(Letter to Arad & Sophia)
Great Salt Lake City, April the 14", 1851
Beloved parents and friends,

Having an opportunity to send to the states, | improve it with pleasure hoping this will find you as it leaves us in
health, happiness and prosperity. Mr. Dunn’s health has been poor for three years but is better at this time. He
sets out on a mission to the Society Islands in about two weeks. We expect him to be gone not less than 4 or 5
years. If he stays longer, we shall undoubtedly go with him. 1 often think if you here it could be a satisfaction to
me in his absence. | am expecting Oscar this fall. If he does not come this fall, | shall expect him next. | know if
you could have any knowledge of what will take place in the United States in the space of a few years and what
you would gain by obeying the gospel and entering into the chambers of the Lord for safety and shutting the doors
about you until the indignation of the Lord be over past, you would not stay behind. For great are the judgements
of the Lord upon that nation. Their cup of iniquity is near to the brim and do you not see them with your own
eyes? Do not be so blind as not to see these things. But arise, flee out of Sodom for their case is more tolerable
than that nation. The Lord has already commenced to visit it with judgements, which is only a beginning. It will
continue to increase every year. There will be sickness of every kind, pestilence, plagues, famine, wars,
fighting’s, party against party, neighbor against neighbor, brothers against brother. It has almost come that he
that will not turn his hand against his brother shall flee to Zion for safety. Watch the signs of the time. Look at the
corruption of the people, and of that nation and you would see for yourselves that they are too corrupt for the
Lord, to suffer long, to pollute his footstool. Money is the God of the people, and power and office that of the
great men.

If I could see you | have a great many things to say to you. But that cannot be at present unless you
come here. | have hoped Mr. Dunn would go out there sometime but as he is sent in a different direction, | have
given up hope at present. For health, this place cannot be surpassed. Provisions are plenty here but | suppose
you would think it very high. Yet nothing is more plenty than money. That makes everything high.

If you should, or any of you come, when you get to St. Louis or the Bluffs, get me a nice set of China or
blue ware, a box of glasses, sauce dishes, rolls of paper for ceiling and some sugar and | will pay you for them.
Fetch only provisions to last you here, for | have aplenty for us all. You will want the same that | send for and a
great deal more. Shoes are in good demand. You will want nails, bolts and screw door handles for your house.
Fetch dry goods and sugar with some tea and coffee.

There is quite a number of orders being sent out to difference parts this spring. There is 10 to England, amongst
them is Jessie Crosby. There are as many going to the Islands of the Pacific. Mr. Dunn & Julian Moses are
included in the number. | suppose you think it is rather hard, and so it is. Yet we do not complain, for it is the call
of the Lord and | feel ever willing to submit to his will however crossing of it may be to my natural feelings.
However dear our friends may be to us, we must part. Yet, there is one thing that cheers and comforts my heart.
That is, though we are called to part and pass through many other trials and troubles in this life the time will come,
when if faithful and lay a good foundation here, we shall have the society of our friends and those we love in a
state where sorrow and sighing will be done away. Where parting with our friends for years will be unknown. Not
in a state where nothing but any spirits stay and sing through an endless sabbath but a real existence where life,
light and intelligence subsist. Not an airy fantom (phantom), but where we can eat, drink and enjoy the society of
our friends and converse with them daily as we now do. This makes me happy and willing to pass through
hardships in this for the rewards hereafter.

But enough! A little more and | must close for it is getting late. | am teaching school this spring and as my family
is small I think I shall continue through the summer. | cannot tell you much about the things here for want of
time, as | am busy preparing Mr. D. for his journey. | received a number of letters from home last summer for
which | am very thankful for it seemed a long time since | heard from. | sometimes thought you had forgotten you
had a child amid the Rocky Mountains for | had written many and received no answer. Do write to me as often as
you can if you do not come. | wrote a number of long letters last fall and told you all I could think of. | think I shall
write every mail through the summer and will you. More particularly, give my love to all my old neighbors and
friends, to my brothers and sisters as | wrote to them last fall. | must not omit it now, give my love to my
grandmother with my thanks for the present she sent me. Likewise, those | received from you. We are all well.
Little Sophia grows finely, and we think she is the prettiest baby in the Valley. She will be a year old the 8" of
July next. | shall send you a lock of her hair. She looks a little like Samantha. If you want to know more, you
must come and see her.
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Mr. Dunn sends his love and respects to you all and the girls send theirs also. Zalnora is well. She stayed with
me a few days not long since. George and his wife are well. | hope, when this reaches you, you will all be ready
to start for the Salt Lake Valley.

| remain as ever, your affectionate daughter,
H. A. Dunn
Direct your letters to Great Salt Lake City
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(Letter to Harriet’s Brother, Norris Silver)
Box Elder, Utah Territory, July the 17", 1853

Dear Brother and Sister,

| improve with pleasure the present opportunity of writing a few lines. | was glad, indeed to hear from you. It had
been a year since | heard from any of my folks. | received one from mother the same time dated Oct. 13", I also
had one from Sister Crosby. She said that her husband was on this side of Nauvoo and that Brother Charles and
Sister Adeline was with him. | wish the rest of you was that near. You said that you would come if you had the
means. | wish you had it. | wrote to mother that if she had not sent me all that was coming to me she might let
you have it. If you would spend it in coming here there are ways to get here with small means if you would. There
are families coming where you could get a chance to drive teams for and have your family brought by paying a
little for your things. | know not how much there is left but if you want to come, you can work yourselves along
from one place to another and there will be a chance for you. Yet, you must not think that when you get here you
are out of the reach of care and perplexities. Yet, it is a good place to live. But it is the gospel of Christ that
makes it dear to every lover of truth and liberty. For it is here we can serve the Lord where there is no one to
molest or make afraid. And it is here that the gospel is proclaimed in its fullness and plainness. And it is with this
people that | wish to spend my days.

Norris, | wish you and your family were here whole hearted and faithful saints. | want to see you and if |
had the means and could send it to you | would do it quick. Be persevering and you will accomplish your desire.
My family is well. My husband’s health is better than it has been for many years. My health is not very good but |
hope soon to be better. | am alone today except my two little ones. The others have gone to meeting. | have
been writing to mother and am tired so you must excuse the shortness of my letter. Write often as | am anxious
to hear from you. | want to know how you get along and if there is anyway that | can assist you, | will with
pleasure.

| remain as ever, your affectionate sister, H. A. Dunn

We live about sixty miles from salt lake city on a farm.

November the 25"
Dear mother | set my self down to write a few lines to let you now how | am. | am better now. | have been very
sick. | went down to ilanois to work and got the Bilious fever and was very sick and have got the fever Nagor
now. Mother | feel bad to tell you but | must tell you while Eunitia broke up house keeping and went from one
place to another washing she has got a very bad name she has got the name of going with a fellow he he has got
a family in the place
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(Letter for Sophia Silver, Newburyport is in Massachusetts)

Newburyport
January 19, 1854
Mrs. Silver,

As my wife has written you; in relation to the death of your niece Lucy and our dearly beloved sister, and
also for the purpose of sending to her Brother, by you, and not hearing anything from either you or him in answer
its to whether you received the note. | am requested by Brother William (Lucy’s husband) to write you again — as
he feels anxious to know if the previous note reached you. If that did not, perhaps this may. If so we should be
glad to hear from you in answer and also from him. We should be most happy to see you.

Yours honestly and truly, John B. Nelson
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(Letter to Sophia Silver)
Ceresco
June 15, 1854

Dear Mother, | take this present opportunity to write a few lines to you to let you know how | am. My health is
poor this summer and | have to work very hard at washing and cleaning house, so you know that | am not idle
much of my time. Arad is with me now and he is well and tough but he was a very sick boy last spring. He was
confined to his bed four weeks but | was not able to go to work for ten weeks. | suppose the reason why you do
not write to me is because you don’t want to hear from me but | shall write to you whether you do to me or not. |
should like to hear from you and the rest. | suppose you think it is better for me to live with Norris but if you knew
how it is and how it was you would not blame me. You know what you told me when I left and if you will only help
me now, you never will be sorry for | want to go back to old Vermont again where | can have a home with you and
with my friends, that is if | can. | shall have a chance to go this summer if | get means to go with. If you conclude
to send me any money | wish you would send it as soon as you can for | don’t know how soon they will go,
whether they will go in July or August, but when they go | want to go with them if | can. | suppose you will think |
had better stay here but it is hard to stay where | have no home, nor friends to help me. | write this to let you
know my wants and troubles. | don’t want you to let it trouble you and that is the reason why | did not write before
| did because | knew it would not do any good until | got a chance to go.

I have not much to write about Norris, of only what | hear by the by. Mr. Ostrander has had a letter from him. He
was well.

Please to direct your letter to Mary Downing. So good-by. This is from your most affectionate Daughter. Eunetia
F. Silver
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Stokerville (Letter to Sophia Silver)

June 10, 1855

Dear Mother and friends

We sit down to write a few lines to inform you of our health which is good at present- hoping this may find you
enjoying the same blessing. We have moved back towards Great Salt Lake City, 10 miles north of the city. We
have bought a farm at this place and are in the course of building a house. | rent out my farm at Box Elder. The
weather is very dry and grasshoppers are destroying our crops. The health of this country is good, our little ones
are growing finely. We think that Mormonism is all that is worth living for. In it the knowledge and power of God
are made manifested. In it we can make ourselves acquainted with the celestial law of God without which no man
can see the face of God. But perhaps this does not concern you. Therefore, we will defer this subject and note
the signs of the times. Wars and bloodshed, pestilence and earthquakes, devastation and ruin seems to fall with
a heavy hand on the inhabitance of the earth and the people look on and wonder and know not that the Lord is
about to empty the earth of its wicked inhabitance by all those calamities that he is bringing upon them, but the
Lord has told the Saints of those things and are preparing them for the great events that are coming on the earth.
But the wicked do not believe that God talks in these days. So go ahead and prosper, O ye inhabitance of the
Earth.

We sent last spring by Jefferson write(Wright) a letter and miniature of Harriet and the children. We have
not heard of them since he agreed to carry them to you him self. When you write, direct to Stokersville, Davis
County, Utah Territory. Zelnora is well and she has got a fine daughter. |1 do not know as | have anything more
that would be interesting to you. Write often and we will try to answer them. Sophia and Simeon goes to school
and learns finely. Simeon can spell like a man. He keeps ahead of his class. Sophia says she will write to her
grama when she learns to write. From your absent children,

S. A. Dunn
H. A. Dunn
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Brigham City. Box Elder Co. (Letter to Sophia Silver)
May 10, 1857
Dear Mother, Brothers and Sisters,

| improve a few moments in writing a few of my thoughts and let you know that we are yet on the land of
the living. We are enjoying good health except Harriet. Her health is not very good this spring. | trust she will
soon be better. The children grow finely. Sophiah and Simeon is going to school and learn well. Simeon can
spell and read in the Bible. He says he will be able to write a letter soon to his grandmother. We have not
received but one letter from you in 2 years, the last received was last Nov., dated Sept. 1855, spoke about Miss
Allen. 1 should like to hear how that came out. The last we have written was last June gave an account of our
last born son. He will be 2 years old in October. His name is Charles Osker. Extraordinary smart boy.

All things is going on right here. The Kingdom of God is rolling forth in mighty power. Israel is gathering
from the nations of the earth. Zion is spreading herself and the world begins to tremble on her account while the
saints are rejoicing in the gospel and the revelations of God.

One thing | wish to ask you, why is it that you are so blind that you cannot see the destruction that awaits
you, and all that remains in Babylon? Come out of her, O my people, and hasten to the house of the Lord where
you may be taught the ways of the Lord and walk in His paths.

My son-in-law is on his way to England on a mission. He probably will write to you from New York. His
name is Luther Ensign. When he returns he may call on you. We are cultivating the earth, building cities,
spreading the gospel, gathering Israel, extending our settlements - which now extends 1000 miles north and
south. We have a large settlement in Oregon, one in California, and we are now settling stations on the road from
Missouri to California every 30 mines so that travelers can come from the states with all safety. And we shall have
a line of stages to run from Missouri to this place every month.

Our crops look well this spring, prospects look favorable for good crops. | have 35 acres and the ground
looks well. Nothing more of interest to you, therefore | shall close of the present.

Yours respectfully,

Simeon A. Dunn
Harriet A. Dunn
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Brigham City (Letter to Sophia Silver)

August 22, 1858

Honoured Mother and friends,

Having received a letter from you a few days since, | now take my pen in hand to answer the same, it bearing
date of September 1857. | was highly gratified to hear from you once more and much more on seeing | am bereft
of my truly amiable Harriet. Notwithstanding your letter was written before her death, | have written to you since
her death which took place the 2nd day of January, 1858. | have not received any answer from that. Harriet died
as she lived, a true saint in the faith of the gospel. She left me with 7 small children of her own, 3 boys and 4
girls, 2 pair of twins; the last pair was a boy and girl which | call Harriet A. and Henry S. The girl died in April 12",
On account of the mail being stopped from coming to Utah it has been with difficulty that we have received any
letter until now. The mail has again started and comes once every week and | hope you will make up loss time in
writing.

For the last year past, we have been threatened by the U.S. with sudden destruction and we have had
to stand in our own defense to keep their armies from coming and destroying our men, wimmen and children. But
we kept them at bay, by the help of God of Israel, untill we could get an investigation of affairs in Utah. In order
to avoid a collision with the U.S. army some 10 counties or the inhabitants thereof, | with the rest, men, women
and children, left our homes, houses and farms and many things that we could not carry with us to the amount of
several millions of dollars, and left for the south with a full determination if a treaty had not been gone into, we
should have laid in ashes everything that would have burned and fled into the mountains and fought our enemies
as long as we could have found one on our track. But when the commissioners came and investigated the
matter, they found nothing in us worthy of death or bonds. The consequence was, peace was restored and we
returned to our homes in peace. We are now enjoying ourselves at home-- gathering in our grain and hay for the
winter. We are all well at present. 1 hired little Henry S. cept (kept) for one year. |find it a hard row at times to
feed and cloth my little ones under my present circumstances, having been on the move all summer and no
mother to look after my little ones, but the Lord has sustained me. --
| wrote in my last letter to you that if there was anything yet remaining of what was coming to Harriet, that if you
could forward it to me without distressing yourself it would be a help to her little motherless children. If you can
deposit what there is in a bank and sent me a check | could get the money wright here, or whatever | should want.
When you write let me know how much there is if any. | should like to keep up a correspondence with you for the
sake of the children. They think it a great privilege to hear me read a letter from you. If you have not got my last
letter of January last, | will give you a history of Harriet's last sickness and death in my next. You said in your last
that you understood from the papers that a great many was getting dissatisfied with the church and thought If |
should be one of that member, you would be likely to see Harriet once more. Nothing would have given me more
pleasure than to have you have seen her before her death. Could it have had been so. But she’s gone and | am
left to mourn her loss. Yet it is her gone.

And thanks to the Lord | am yet satisfied with the Church and its doctrines for therein is, life and
salvation.

Give my love to all the friends. The children sends their love to grandmother and all their Unkels & Aunts
& cousins. As Ever your affectionate Son.

Simeon Adams Dunn
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Brigham City (Letter to Sophia Silver)
June 19, 1859
Dear Mother,

Your letter of May 8 came to hand June 13 which gave me much comfort to the interest you have
manifest for my interest and the interest of my people. You say you would gladly embrace our religion if you knew
the right way. Our Savior says if you will obey my gospel you shall know whether | speak of myself or of Him that
sent me. | will say to you, dear Mother, if you will receive my testimony, | can tell you of a truth, the Savior said |
am the way, the truth and the life. Also | can say, | am in the way, in the truth and in the life. If you will follow my
council I will lead you into that life that has no end. This is the life that your dear Harriet has entered into, which
guarantees to her everlasting lives. Notwithstanding she has lain down this mortal body she yet lives and her
works do follow her and she will come again in the morn of the first resurrection to live on the earth with the saints
a thousand years, where she will enjoy the society of her husband and children again while those who do not
obey this gospel will not have this privilege. You say you will put your trust in God and by this hope you expect to
meet your dear Harriet to dwell with her on the earth a thousand years with the saints. Now dear mother, do not
deceive yourself for | will not deceive you. | do not wish to hurt your good feeling yet | would not dare to flatter
you in a lost hope. If you wish to become more acquainted with your duty in order to secure to yourself this life
eternal you can make me acquainted with your desires and | will direct your course.

In relation to those articles sent by Bro. Wright, they all came to hand. | presume we have received all
you ever sent. In relation to little Henry Silver's death, he died Sept 22, 1858, supposed to be on the account of
the diseased condition of the mother while carrying them. | mourn the loss of the society of my friends but not as
those who have not hope of again receiving them again to my bosom. This is the hope of the saints that they live
for and are ready to suffer and die for. ~S. A. Dunn

In relation to the troubles here, they are all over at present. Peace and quiet reign here now. The
government has become ashamed of their course and are willing to drop the subject and let the Mormons pay the
cost as they always have done, but this is all right. We calculate to receive the whole debt by and by with interest.
We know what we are doing, they know not. We are of the light, they are of darkness. We have received the
truth, they have rejected the same. We are the friends of the God of Heaven, they are His enemies. Who do you
think are on the safe side?

We are all well at present. Hoping these few lines will find you and yours all well. The children inquire
about their grandmother often and wonder why she does not come to see them. | suppose you have got Harriet's
daguerreotype, which must be a source of comfort to you. | know it would be to me if | could see it. Give my love
to all inquiring friends. | should like to hear from Harriet’'s brothers and sisters, having heard her speak of them so
often. Write Often. No more at present,

Yours respectfully
Simeon A. Dunn
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Grand Haven %Letter to Sophia Silver)
J. 20", 1860 (Jan. 20" 1860)

Dear Mother,

| know of no better way to celebrate my birthday than in penning a few lines to you. In fact mother, | have been
so very busy for a few days past that | have forgotten whether | answered your last letter or not. If | have
answered it, then consider this as an extra. If not then this is an answer. | am still with my old patron. Think |
shall set up for myself about the 15" of July if nothing happens. Have rented an office. Now if | can raise funds
sufficient to purchase me a library | think | can do well. Times are very hard, money scarce and | have to use the
most rigid economy to keep along but as it is hope that keeps the heart whole, | have C.Q.S. of that. We are
having very warm weather now. Crops look finely and business seems to recover somewhat. You say that
Charles says that he is going to write me, well | wish he would. Promises don’'t pay — you speak of my coming
home (that is to your home). Dear mother, nothing would give me more pleasure | assure you but when that will
be | am unable to now to tell you. | may see you within three or four months and | may not within a year. Yet
believe me that | shall embrace the first opportunity to pay you a visit. | am now investigating old claim involving
quite a large amount of money and there is some testimony in Montreal C. E. to be procured and should | have to
go to Montreal | surely should call on you. Yet do not put to much importance on it. Well does it seem possible
that | am thirty-one years old to day? It is even so. Please write soon,

Your Son

Oscar H. Silver
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(Letter to Sophia Silver)

Grand Haven

21% Feb. 1860

Ever Dear Mother,

Yours of the 13" inst. is before me and contents duly noted. Indeed I had almost begun to despair in not hearing
from you for so long a time. My health is good. | am still at my old place of business smashing into everything
that comes along. Have to be away from the office considerable of the time — attending suits in the country. Mr.
Parks is now away and | am all alone (for once) and I tell you | am not sorry. As for S.A.C., | for the world would
do her no wrong. | think she is one of the best girls that | ever was acquainted with but if I should follow your
advice and let her monopolize all my affections, there are others probably that would think me equally cruel.
Therefore, | have come to the conclusion that to please them all | shall have to divide my attentions among them
as equally as | can. Say now mother, don't you think that is fair? | think news must be rather scarce in your
market, or else it came so high that you cannot afford to find me any. Tell James that | think he might drop me a
line sometime when he can'’t find anything better to amuse himself about. You asked me when | am going to
make you a visit dear Mother. | cannot tell you. You must not expect me till | come and be assured that |
embrace the first oportunity that offers but you must bear in mind that money is very scarce. Every body that
wants any business done wants me to trust them for my pay and | have to be very economical to get allong
without getting in debt myself. It costs a heap to live here - $3.50 per week for board beside washing and other
incidental expenses but | am in hopes that times will improve. As for Politics. It rages here to considerable
extent. Douglass seems the most prominent among the democrats. Now dear Mother, | hope you will write soon.
| subscribe myself,

Your Son

O. H. Silver
My kind regards to all inquiring friends. Do write soon.
Oscar
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Brigham City (letter to Sophia Silver)
February 25, 1861

Dear Mother and friends,

| feel myself in duty bound to write to you once more, not withstanding, | have written once since | have received
any word from you. The times are such that | feel somewhat anxious about your safety. | will say that I, and the
children are all well at present, hoping that these lines will find you and yours enjoying the same blessing. The
children are all going to school and are making good improvements this winter. Simeon is writing and is very
anxious to get along so that he can write his grandmother a letter. He thinks he can by spring. They are all very
anxious to see their grandmother. Sophia says she wants me to write to her grandmother to send her- her
grandmothers likeness. But | am in hopes you will take a friends advice and bring the original; and then we will
not only have your likeness but your person that we can see you face to face, that we may enjoy ourselves with
your society. | do not know what you think about the signs of the times in your country, but | will tell you what |
think. According to the general news received here there is some troubles in the government of the once United
States, as the slave holding states are seceding one after another and preparing for war it makes things look
somewhat as though there was bound to be a general civil war throughout the whole once so-called United
States, or the federal government will have to come far short of carrying out the letter of the constitution as that
instrument authorizes the government to punish all traitors who shall commit treason against the United States. |
think there is as many treasonable characters in the states, especially in the south, as they can find ropes to
hang. I think that hemp will bear a good price.

Shall | tell you what | think about it, me thinks | hear you say, yes. Well | think that the south will not return to the
union, but they will form a confederation of the slave states, and bid defiance to the north, or free states, and the
old federal government is bound by their honor as a government to make war on those traitors, and that will
involve the whole once United States in a most horrible and greatly to be dreaded warfare, which will shake this
continent to its very center. Do you feel like taking up the sword to fight against your neighbor? | say, Mother and
brothers and sisters, according to the law of our country you are not aware of the trouble and distress that is right
at your doors. | can tell you and you may call it prophecy if you please. The time has come when he that will not
take up his sword and fight against his neighbor must needs flee to Zion for safety in fulfilment of ancient
prophecy. The horror’s of war is now staring you in the face as a nation and it is sure to come. You may ask how
I know this. We believe in present day revelation and the God of Heaven has revealed it unto us and he has
called his saints here in the valley’s of the mountains where we will be hid up as it were until the indignation of the
Lord be overpassed. The wrath of the Lord is about to be poured out on that nation that has persecuted the
saints of the Most High. They have slain his prophet and patriarch. They have driven his saints from city to city
until they have driven us right into the very place where God had prepared for us, where we might be secure from
plagues that shall come upon that nation who has persecuted us. The Lord said by the mouth of his servant,
John. He said, O my people, get you out from Babylon that you partake not of her sins nor suffer her plagues.
We shall escape the plagues that will fall on our persecutors because we have obeyed his council and have been
placed here where he will protect us from our enemies.

You may ask why the Lord has not told you all these things. Because you have not as yet believed in modern
revelation and if he had of spoken to you, you would have believed him. 1 tell you, in God’s stead, that these
things are true and they are right on your heels. Now | warn you and entreat of you- make good your retreat and
flee to Zion and leave Babylon, or the states, to fight their own battles and suffer their own plagues that is bound
to come upon them. The Lord has declared that the kingdom or nation that would raise their hand or fight against
Zion should fall or be destroyed. Now what has the United States done to bring this great calamity on her? We
will numerate a few items that they are guilty of. In the first place we will speak of individualities. When Joseph,
the prophet, was called of God to organize the Church, individuals sought his life. 2. After he organized the
Church, the town where he lived sought his life and he was forced to flee for his life. He went to Ohio and built a
temple to the Lord. He was forced to flee from there. He next settled in Missouri, Jackson County. That county
rose up in mob and drove the Church out of that county. They were driven from county to county until finally the
whole state rose in mass and drove the church, 12,000 in number, from the state. They went to lllinois and from
there they were driven by 3 states into the Indian Country. Those 3 states, by the consent of the federal
government, effected the murder of Joseph and Hyrum and the saints were forced to leave for the Indian country
or wilderness, not knowing (as Abraham did) where they were going, while they were on their road right amoung
the Indians in the Indian country. Tom Benton with others of the senate of the United States concocted a plan to
destroy the whole Church. They passed a law that the Mormons should turn out 500 men to go to Mexico to fight
the battles of the U.S.

Believing at the same time that the Mormons would not comply and by non-compliance they intended to call it
treason and send the armies of the U.S. and exterminate the whole Church, men, women and children from the
earth. And if we did comply, they calculated that the Indians would kill the rest or they would starve on the plains.
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So they expected to get rid of the saints on one hand or the other. But the Lord sustained us and we arrived safe
in the valleys of the mountains. What next? The president, James Buchanan, at the head of that great nation,
sent their armies at enormous expense, over 50,000.00. What to do — to hang the leaders of the saints of the
Lord and kill and exterminate the whole Church from the earth. Did they do it? No! The Lord was our shield.
Does this look like fighting against Zion? Yes! What do you think by this time? Do you think there is any chance
for their escape? No! The same evil they sought to bring on the saints is bound to come on their own heads.
The same measure you meet shall be measured to you again, heaped up, shaken down and running over, so will
it be!

Now Mother, will you take my advice and gather up your children and effects and come to Zion where there is
peace and safety? You thought we was in danger when the army was coming here but we knew in Heaven we
put our trust. Now | know you are in danger and | feel an interest in your safety. The tie that connects your dear
Harriet to me causes me to look after you. Bring your sons and your daughters along with you, | feel for them
also. | should like to hear from them if nothing else. If you are not able to pay the expenses of your fare through,
if you will come | will furnish you the means. Let me know by letter as soon as you get this and | will make the
arrangement for your passage through and you shall have a home with me as long as you live and all you can
bring with you. Send me by letter immediately what you can do. | should not be disappointed if the mail should
be stopped soon and the route as well as on all other routes in the country. Therefore, delay not in writing.

My testimony as it regards this kingdom is the same it has always been since I first embraced this gospel. Itis the
gospel of Christ and the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes and obeys it and this kingdom will
stand when all other kingdoms shall fall and crumble to ruin. It is the kingdom of God and in it is salvation, both
temporal and spiritual, and salvation is nowhere else. Dear Mother, this maybe the last appeal that | shall make
to you to come here but | shall continue to correspond with you as often as circumstances will permit. You must
pardon me for my seeming anxieties for | am sincere, knowing as | do what is coming on the earth. | shall have to
close for want of room. | have written all this letter this evening and my hand is stiff and wearied.

May God bless you with an understanding heart that you may read this letter with the same spirit that it is written
by. 1 add no more. | subscribe my name as dutiful son. We all send our love to all the friends. Simeon A.
Dunn

When you are done with Harriet’s miniature, send it or bring it to us, as it would be a priceless treasure to us, her
children. Farewell. S.A. Dunn
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(Letter to his Sister Samantha Silver & James Munn (Bellows Falls, Vermont)
October the 23, 1870

Bellows Falls,

Brother and my ever dear sister,
| once more take my pen in hand to write a few lines to you. 1 just received your letter tonight. It was dated
September the 17", It was advertised in the paper and | saw it. The letter brought the sad news of the death of
our poor brother Samuel. | can hardly realize it, but alas, it is so dear sister. Not quite one year since we lost our
dear sister and the good Lord only knows which turn next but, it will be one of us surely and may we be prepared
to meet it and have our blessed Jesus to lean upon on the deathbed. Dear sister, we are trying to serve the
Lord. We made up our minds that we had not got a great while to stay hear on the earth at the longest and that
we could not do any better than to serve our blessed Jesus the remainder of our days, with the help of God. We
read and pray every day to God to help us. And that He may bless our dear brothers and sisters. 1 think the Lord
blesses us. We started again the last week in August. There was no camp meeting excitement. The Lord is with
us and blessed is the name of the Lord. You said dear brother Samuel said he wanted me to prepare for death
when there was a chance and not wait until on the deathbed. | am trying to live a good Christian life and so is
Mira. Everything goes nice and happy with us.

| am sorry for dear brother Charles. O it makes my heart ache for him. O, how I should like to talk with
him. O, to think that he is going to ruin on the account of a woman that would wish him out of the world. May
God have mercy on his soul and turn him to Jesus. O dear sister, you see Charley and talk with him and
encourage him to give his heart to God and put all his trust in Him and he will get help. Dear sister, do you pray
to God to help you? Do dear sister; it is just as well at home as anywhere. God will hear your prayers wherever
you be. Dear Sister, you must not think strange of this letter, for | write just the dictates of my heart, just as | feel
dear Mantha.

Now concerning what | am doing. | am to work on a farm. We hire a house for 60 dollars a year. | have good
pay. My wages in tobacco was 2.50 per day. We raise tobacco here. Since | have 1.50 a day and shall all winter
if nothing happens we are very comfortable. Our house is now all finished and the water comes into the sink with
a led pipe and faucet. We have got all new furniture and a new stove. We have a lot of hens and chicks and a
nice pig and everything nice.

O, how we do want to see you and hope we shall. |don't see where time is. | don'’t think of anything more you
need mind about the note. | don’t think they can do anything about it. Dear sister, you write as soon as you get
this. 1 will write a little on -- (ends here without another page or signature on letter)
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